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Why we need more
Independent Living Accommodation

• Most people with a learning disability in 

Surrey with accommodation-based 

support and care are in residential care.

• Some people would have a better life if 

they were supported to live more 

independently.

• We are developing more housing options 

for people to live independently in Surrey.



The benefits of Independent Living Accommodation

• People are supported to take more 
control over their daily lives.

• People are supported to make choices 
over how they want to live their daily 
lives.

• People have the opportunity to be a 
member of their local community: to 
work, socialise and enjoy their 
neighbourhood.



Why we need more Independent Living Accommodation 
in Surrey

• If people want to live in Surrey they have very limited 

opportunity to secure independent accommodation.

• There are some people currently living outside 

Surrey who want to move back.

• People who can live more independently should be 

supported to do so:

✓ People have told us they want their own front door in 

their own accommodation 

✓ People have told us they want to live in their own 

community close to shops and transport, and other 

facilities.

• We need to create more independent living 

accommodation so that all this can happen.



The plan for more Independent Living Accommodation

We are working together with our 

colleagues in the Council’s property team, 

providers, the NHS and the District and 

Borough Councils to develop independent 

accommodation for over 500 people over 

the next five years:

✓ Building new accommodation

✓ Developing existing accommodation

✓ Changing the way care is provided to 

support greater independence and 

community inclusion



Progress to date

• The programme started in April 2020.

• 34 people have moved into independent supported 

living during the first 6 months

✓ 23 who were previously in residential care

✓ 11 young people

• We have identified four sites for the development 

of new accommodation: 48 new homes

• Work has started with providers seeking to make 

changes existing properties to support greater 

independence



Next steps

• The Shared Lives Scheme is being developed to offer this approach to independent 

living to a greater number of people.

• A framework that establishes what people can expect from for supported living is in 
final stages of development and be in effect in the Summer of this year.

• Social workers are exploring with people whether they might like to be in 

independent supported living accommodation and the support they would need to 

do this. 

• We are developing a strategy to promote Community Inclusion. This will ensure that 

everyone in independent living accommodation is supported to lead a meaningful 
and rewarding life.



Independent Living Framework Quality Standards

➢ How people are actively involved in planning their 

support

➢ How they are supported to develop their independent 

living skills and abilities

➢ How they are supported to understand and manage their 

finances 

➢ How they are supported to improve physical and mental 

health and wellbeing

➢ That family and friends (informal carers) have been 
supported effectively

• The five areas in the support 

plans that will be looked at 

most closely are:

• All services will be monitored to ensure quality support is provided.



Have you got any questions?


